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&lt;p&gt;roller-skating, recreational and competitive sport in which the partici
pants use special shoes fitted with small wheels to move about on &#129516; rin

ks or paved surfaces.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Roller-skating sports include speed skating, hockey, figure skating, an

d dancing competitions similar to the ice-skating sports, as &#129516; well as
the vertical and street-style competitions common to so-called extreme sports.&I

t/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Development of the roller skate The invention of roller &#129516; skat

es has been traditionally credited to a Belgian, Joseph Merlin, in the 1760s, al
though there are many reports of wheels &#129516; attached to ice skates and sh

oes in the early years of that century.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Early models were derived from the ice skate &#129516; and typically h

ad an &quot;in-line&quot; arrangement of wheels (the wheels formed a single stra) Tj T* BT /F1 12 Tf

&lt;p&gt;Petibled of Paris received the first patent for a roller skate.&lt;/p&g

t;
&lt;p&gt;Like previous models, Petibled&#39;s skate had an in-line &#129516; wh

eel arrangement, using three wooden or metal wheels.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The wheels were connected to a wooden block that in turn could be &#129

516; strapped to a boot.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; These early roller skates enjoyed limited popularity.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The ride was rough, and stopping and turning were nearly impossible.&It

/p&agt;
&lt;p&gt;Britannica &#129516; Quiz American Sports Nicknames Victorian couples

roller-skating through a park, illustration by George du Maurier, 1876.&lt;/p&gt

&It;p&gt;The first practical roller skate &#129516; was designed in 1863 by Jam
es Plimpton of Medford, Massachusetts, who broke from the in-line construction a
nd used two parallel &#129516; pairs of wheels, one set near the heel of the bo

ot and the other near the front.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;He attached the wheel &#129516; pairs to the boot using springy carria

ges known as trucks.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; This construction was first known as the &quot;rocking&quot; skate (and) Tj T* BT /F1 12 Tf!

easily shift on the skates in order to smoothly &#129516; navigate turns and p

erform other maneuvers.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; Thereafter the first great recreational roller-skating craze swept the

United States and western Europe, where &#129516; rinks were built in both smal

| towns and large cities.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;At the turn of the 20th century, rinks constructed in the &#129516; Ch

icago Coliseum and New York City&#39;s Madison Square Garden attracted thousands



